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1.
GOD, the Ruler of the universe, has revealed Himself in three Persons:  the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. He loves each person beyond our human comprehension and has provided the way for each one to be saved from the penalty of sin.

2.
JESUS CHRIST is God in human form. He created all things and became part of His own creation when He was miraculously born of a virgin. He lived a sinless human life in fulfillment of numerous prophecies and offered Himself to be killed to pay the price for the sins of all people of all time. We acknowledge His absolute Lordship – Jesus Christ is Lord over all things in heaven and in earth, and under the earth.  

3.
THE HOLY SPIRIT is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God. He participated in the act of creation, was active during Old Testament times, and  guided those who wrote down the books of the Bible.  His mission of convicting people of truth is twofold: 1) to help people who do not yet follow Jesus to recognize their own sin and their need for Him as their Savior, and 2) to help saved believers understand and apply Scripture to their lives, making it possible for them to live a life directed by God that fulfills His purpose through the church.

  4.  THE BIBLE is the 66 books in the Old and New Testaments that contain God’s message of love to mankind. Written down by human authors under the supernatural guidance (inspiration) of the Holy Spirit, the Bible is the final and only written authority for Christian faith and living, totally true and without error in its original form. From the first verse of Genesis to the last verse of Revelation the message of the Bible is infallible, inerrant, and absolute truth.

  5.  SALVATION is God’s gift to us, but we must accept it on God’s terms. [More details on Page 12.] We can never make up for our sin by self-improvement or good works.  Only by trusting in Jesus Christ can anyone be saved from sin’s penalty – the unending torment of total separation from God, our only Source of anything good. Accepting God’s gift of salvation is a process by which one turns from his or her self-ruled life, and turns to Jesus in faith and obedience.

  6.  THE LORD’S SUPPER (COMMUNION) was instituted by Christ and is a memorial, a proclamation of personal commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and a sacred event for those who have a relationship with Jesus. It is not meant for the merely curious or those who have not yet accepted Christ, and God issues a strong warning in 1 Corinthians 11:26-29 to all who participate with an improper attitude.

7.  ASSURANCE OF SALVATION      

We believe and teach that Christians can have great confidence in the permanence of their salvation. Christians are encouraged to strive for and work toward spiritual maturity. All who fall down will be encouraged to get back up and continue their journey with Christ.

8.  SPIRITUAL GIFTS
God gives each of His children unique and special abilities to serve the church, which He calls the “Body of Christ.” Therefore, spiritual gifts are not used for personal benefit or glory but to encourage, strengthen, and enable the church to bring glory to God by demonstrating the full, abundant life offered by Christ to His followers. 
9.   MINISTRY OF ALL BELIEVERS   

The Bible teaches that every person who commits his or her life to Christ is called to “full-time” Christian service, regardless of his or her earthly vocation. We practice the truth that “every believer is a minister” by encouraging everyone to find a place of service and ministry while learning how to share the Good News of Christ with others.

10.  LEADERSHIP OF THE CHURCH   

The Bible states that the local church is to be Elder-governed. At ACC, we believe the Bible describes Elders as being spiritually mature, heterosexual, monogamous men chosen from among the members of the congregation they serve. The Elders are the only ones with biblical authority to provide oversight for the spiritual affairs of the congregation, including delegating management to qualified church members. Our church Bylaws present a detailed description of the qualifications and duties of ACC’s Elders.

11.  STEWARDSHIP
We encourage our members and expect our leaders to practice tithing (giving 10% of one’s income) to support God’s work through the local church. The tithe is recognized throughout the Bible as a proper gift to God. We acknowledge that giving at least 10% of our personal income to the local church pleases God and is what He expects of His followers. Although committed tithing is not proof of a right relationship with God, it is an indicator of spiritual growth and maturity. (Continued on next page)
We understand that not all households may be financially able to commit 10% of their income to the church and will begin at a lower percentage. However, their current financial situation does not excuse them from learning how to manage money God’s way in order to reach the goal of giving a full tithe. The church offers support to all households through classes and individual guidance, benevolence funds, and the community food pantry.

12.  HUMANITY AND SIN   Mankind was created in the image of God, to be like Him in character and action. Although every person has tremendous potential for good, each one of us is marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God called “sin.” This attitude separates people from God and causes many problems in life. While all humans develop this attitude of disobedience during their first several years of life, it is clear from Scripture that Jesus considered very young children to be innocent of wrongdoing. In the Bible God says each person is responsible for his own actions, so we do not teach that babies are born guilty of sin.

13.  ETERNITY   People will exist either eternally separated from God as a result of sin, or eternally with God as a result of accepting His forgiveness and salvation through Jesus Christ. Heaven and hell are real places of eternal existence.

14.  THE END TIMES The Bible clearly states that there will be a literal return of Christ and a literal judgment day. How and when this will happen, and the events that will occur around and during that day have long been a source of great debate. We believe the details are in God’s hands, and that one does not have to understand it all to be saved. Differing opinions on this issue are not cause for division, and persons holding differing views can work together to glorify God at ACC.

15.  THE ENEMY (SATAN, the DEVIL) is a very real, though defeated, enemy. His desire is to prevent as many people as possible from knowing Christ as Savior and Lord. His main strategy among Christians is to deceive , keeping them unaware of their true power and standing with God by tempting them to listen to his lies about themselves instead of trusting in God’s truth about who they really are. When Christ returns, Satan and his followers will be banished to a place of eternal torment and separation from God and His people.
16.  MARRIAGE AND SEXUALITY   God created mankind male and female, each uniquely different from the other, to complement and complete each other. Jesus taught that in the beginning, God instituted lifelong marriage between one man and one woman. Marriage is the foundation of the family, the basic structure of human society. To protect the family and promote healthy relationships, God established marriage between one man and one woman as the only relationship in which sexual relations are acceptable.

We believe that all people are greatly loved by God, regardless of their choices, and all have the same opportunity to repent (turn away from their sin in order to obey Christ) and receive forgiveness. However, that does not mean that forms of sexual behavior outside of marriage will be condoned or excused at ACC.

ACC’s position regarding divorce: God’s design and desire is that one man and one woman would bond spiritually, emotionally, and physically for life. In doing so, they will find deep personal fulfillment and create a stable family environment suitable for the nurture of children. When the marriage promises are broken and the marriage dissolved by divorce, it is a reminder that sin has corrupted God’s design. The Bible says divorce among God’s people is not allowed, except in the case of adultery (any relationship that takes one’s loyalty away from one’s spouse), and that a Christian is not bound to maintain the marriage if his or her unbelieving spouse does not wish to stay. 

We also believe that in cases of abuse, where the physical or emotional health of the abused spouse (or another family member) is in jeopardy, God does not require the abused one(s) to remain in danger. In such cases, separation is a wise option, and the church will do what it can to help that troubled family find healing. If the abuser initiates divorce, the abused spouse is encouraged to seek emotional and spiritual healing.
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